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Reflections from Pastor Duncan: 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 
with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and 

the darkness did not overcome it… And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.   

(John 1:1-5, 14) 
 

We have come to another Advent and Christmas.  Soon the lights will be up and the carols will be 

sounding forth.  Each year there always seems to be an ongoing to debate about what this season is really about, 

and while I do not think there is any kind of organized campaign to undermine Christmas, the fact is that I do 

think that the general society has lost a sense of exactly what Christmas is all about.  So I am going to wade into 

this debate with my own reflection.  Here it is – In case you are wondering, Christmas is not about presents, or 

buying stuff, or lights and decorations; Christmas is not about saying “Merry Christmas” instead of “Happy 

Holidays;” Christmas is not about crèches in public places or the rights of one group over another or any of that 

stuff.  Christmas is not even about babies, mangers, inns, shepherds or wise men.  Christmas is about one thing 

and one thing only: God’s incredible love for us.  That is it.  Christmas is all about Incarnation and incarnation 

is about the love that God has for us that is so far beyond our comprehension that we cannot grasp but a little of 

it. 

The scripture text quoted above from John 1 provides us with the center and foundation of our 

understanding of Christmas, and it is this understanding that comes from this particular Gospel text that needs to 

shape how we celebrate this great festival.  Think about it – God, the creator of the universe; the one who gives 

life to all; the God who called Israel out of bondage and led them to freedom; the God who refused to give up 

on the creation and stayed present and active with God’s people throughout all kinds of events.  This God has 

come into this world as a human child, born into poverty and darkness, welcomed by outcasts and people at the 

margins of society; visited by foreigners.  It is this God who has been born into the world as a fully human 

child; It is this God who will grow to adulthood and know every bitter and horrible experience that can befall a 

human being.  It is this God who will be persecuted and executed in a hideous and painful way, this God who 

will die on the cross because God’s love is so incredibly great.  And then it is this God who will arise and cast 

off the darkness and the shackles of death and life will burst forth.  This is what Christmas is about, and this is 

what we celebrate.   

And how do we celebrate this season in light of this incredible gift?  This is really for each of us to 

answer.  Perhaps the most obvious answer is through gift giving and certainly the practice of gift giving arose as 

a reflection of the fact that God gives to us the most amazing gift ever.  But it also calls on us to bear in mind 

that while accumulating stuff and buying presents is all fine and good, it should nevertheless not distract us 

from the central meaning of this festival: God’s love as shown forth in the Incarnation.  And that if we are to do 

anything to celebrate this season we should work on adopting an attitude of love and kindness to all; 

graciousness to all, especially those who find these holidays to be difficult because of poverty or intense loss.  

For it is for those who struggle with the darkness of human life that God came into the world on Christmas. So, 

how do we keep Christ in Christmas? Simply by working to put love and grace into the center of our 

celebrations. 
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                                    Wartburg Parish Advent Services 
 
                                            Tidings of Comfort and Joy 
This year during the season of Advent the Wartburg Parish will offer a series of Advent 
services on Wednesday evenings at 7:00.  This year our Advent services will focus on the 
promises given by God through the events of Jesus’ birth.  
 

Advent Midweek #1 – Wednesday, November 29 at St. John’s, Bremen 
 Tidings of Comfort & Joy - #1 – Zechariah - Fear  
 

Advent Midweek #2 – Wednesday, December 6 at St. John’s, Post Oak 
 Tidings of Comfort & Joy - #2 – Joseph – Confusion 
 

Advent Midweek #3 – Wednesday, December 13 at Peace, Chester 
 Tidings of Comfort & Joy - #3 – Mary – Doubt 
 

Advent Midweek #4 – Wednesday, December 20 at Peace, Steeleville 
 Tidings of Comfort & Joy - #4 – Angels – Curiosity  

 

A time of refreshments and fellowship will follow each service. 
 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 

Wednesday, November 22 
 7:00 PM 

St. Peter, Wine Hill 
This service will be a 

celebration of Thanksgiving.   

There will be a Parish choir.  
Practice will be at 6pm before the service 

Time of fellowship will follow the service. 
  

Parish Confirmation 
Confirmation classes will be 

on break from class for 

Thanksgiving (Nov 22) and 

Advent Services (Nov 29 – Dec 20) and then 

will resume on January 3
rd
.  When classes meet 

in January, the 7
th
 grade and the 8

th
 grade will 

meet at Peace, Steeleville. 

 

Morning Prayer & Bible Study –  
 Morning Prayer meets every 

Wednesday at 9am in the chapel at Peace, Steeleville 

 The Wednesday Morning Bible Study will be on 

break until January 10
th

.  We will be studying 1 Peter.  

We meet on Wednesdays at 9am in the Library at 

Peace, Steeleville. 

 

ACTIVITIES FOR THE PARISH AT 

ST. JOHN, BREMEN 

DOMINOES:  The first Sunday of every 

month at 6:30pm, St. John, Bremen 

would like to invite the people of the 

Parish to come and play dominoes with them. 

QUILTING:  Every Tuesday, from 8am to 3pm at St. 

John, Bremen in the church basement. Bring your 

own lunch. 

 
Women of the ELCA 
The Wartburg Parish Women of the 
ELCA met Nov. 2, for their regular 
meeting.  We made plans for our 

Epiphany Party and made tentative plans for 
service projects for the next year. 
 The Epiphany Party will be held, Thursday, 
January 4, 2018 at 6:00 pm at Peace, Steeleville.  All 
Women of the Wartburg Parish are invited to 
attend.  Wartburg Parish Pastors are also invited to 
attend. 
 The Next Meeting will be held, Thursday, 
March 1, 2018.  Please bring plastic Easter eggs and 
wrapped candy to fill the eggs.  The eggs will be 
used for “A Book in a Basket”. 
 WELCA will also be collecting monetary 
donations for the “Advent Tree”.    If you have any 
questions please contact Jan Eyer (St. John, Post 
Oak) 618-571-4635 or Joan Dotson (Peace, 
Steeleville) 618-317-1988. 

 

BLUE CHRISTMAS 

  Westminster Presbyterian 

Church in Sparta will be 

holding a Blue Christmas Service on December 

17th at 7pm in the chapel.  During this service, 

we will be given a chance to sing and to pray. 



PEACE, CHESTER CHRISTMAS 
WALK - Peace Lutheran Church of 
Chester will be taking part in the 

annual Christmas Walk celebration held in 
Chester, Illinois the weekend of December 1-3. 
On Saturday, December 2, 2017 from 10am to 
4pm, Peace Lutheran opens their doors and 
invites you to stop by and view their display of 
a Christmas Village and Christmas trees near 
the altar. There will be a free will offering lunch 
consisting of soup, sandwich, and dessert. The 
church's Christmas shop will also be open for 
your shopping pleasure. Be sure to stop by and 
say hello. 
 
FOOD RESOURCE BANK PROJECT 

UPDATE:   As of last week all of the cattle have 

been sold for this past summer. The plan - God 

willing - is to purchase more cattle next spring. 

Thank-you to all who contributed to this project, 

let's try to keep it going.  

 
 

Peace, Steeleville Christmas Chorale 

on Sunday December 17 at 6:00pm 

Adult Choir and Children of the 

Wednesday All Stars 

You are invited to join us for a special service of 

Lessons and Carols on Sunday, December 17th at 

6:00pm.  The traditional format of this service 

includes readings of the Christmas story 

interspersed with anthems and Christmas Carols.  

It is a wonderful way to celebrate the Christmas 

season.  Please join us! 

 

The Wartburg Parish and the 
Women of the ELCA will have an 
Advent Tree at each of the Advent 
Services with ELCA Good Gifts 
Ornaments.  We encourage you to 

make a donation and take an ornament. Make 
checks payable to Wartburg Parish.  In the 
memo field write: Good Gifts. You can also 
take a barn and collect change throughout 
Advent to donate to ELCA Good Gifts.  
Donations can also be made in honor of or in 
memory of someone.   Your donations can be 
given at the Advent Services or contact Jan 
Eyer (St. John, Post Oak) 618-571-4635 or 
Joan Dotson (Peace, Steeleville) 618-317-
1988 to make arrangements for your donation. 

Christmas In the Parish 

 

St. John's - Bremen 
December 24th – 9am Worship Service  

 6pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

 

Peace - Chester 
December 24th – 10:30am Worship Service 

 7:30pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

 

St. John, Post Oak 
December 24th – 8:30am Worship Service  

 6pm Children’s Christmas Eve Program 

December 25th – 8:30am Christmas Morning

 worship with God With Us a Holy Carol 

 Setting for Holy Communion 

  

St. Peter’s – Wine Hill 
December 24th – 10am Worship Service  

 6pm Children’s Christmas Eve Program 

December 25th – 10am Christmas Morning 

 Worship with God With Us a Holy Carol 

 Setting for Holy Communion 

 

Peace - Steeleville 
December 17th – 6pm Christmas Chorale 

December 23rd – 6pm Advent 4 - Communion  

  Service 

December 24th – 9am Advent 4 - Communion  

  Service 

 6:30pm - Annual Christmas Pageant      

      11pm - The annual Christmas Candlelight  

      service of Holy  Communion. 

December 25th – 9am - Christmas morning 

 service of Holy Communion 

 

 


